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E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PINS, PROP, ZA 

SUBJ: UNIP COMPLETES TAKEOVER OP THE TIMES OF ZAMBIA AND 
REPLACES TOP STALE 

REF: LUSAKA 3492 (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY: UNIP HEADQUARTERS ANNOUNCED JAN 12 THAT THE PARTY 
HAD TAKEN OVER COMPLETE PINANCIAL CONTROL OP THE DAILY 
TIMES OP ZAMBIA AND THE SUNDAY TIMES - A PROCESS BEGUN IN 
1975. ALSO ANNOUNCED WERE THE DESIGNATION OP A NEW 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEP, REAPPOINTMENT OF THE FORMER DEPUTY 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEP, AND DISMISSAL OP POUR OTHER TOP STAPF. 

THE COMPLETION OP THE TAKEOVER HAS SPARKED SPECULATION THAT 
THE DAYS OP EITHER THE TIMES OR DAILY MAIL MAY BE 
NUMBERED. THE EVENTUAL DEMISE OP ONE OP THE DAILIES WOULD 
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BE WELCOMED BY SOME IN PARTY AND GOVERNMENT CIRCLES WHO 

PAVOR A MORE CONTROLLED MEDIA. THE CHANGES AT THE TOP 

HAVE BOTH A PAVORABLE AND UNPAVORABLE ASPECT REGARDING 

PUTURE TREATMENT OP US IN THE TIMES. IP THERE IS 

TIGHT PARTY CONTROL AND MONITORING OP THE TIMES, THIS WOULD 

REMOVE PROM THE LOCAL SCENE A PARTIALLY FREE SOURCE OP COMMENT 

AND CRITICISM OP THE GRZ AND PARTY, SOMETHING HARMFUL TO THE 
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COUNTRY IN THE LONG RUN. END SUMMARY. 

1. THE PROCESS LEADING TO THE PARTY'S COMPLETE FINANCIAL 
TAKEOVER ON JAN 12 OF THE TIMES BEGAN IN 1975 WHEN IT PURCHASED 
A CONTROLLING SHARE OF 60 PERCENT FROM A LOCAL SUBSIDIARY 

OF LONRHO. IT WAS ASSUMED LOCALLY THAT THE TIMES WAS 
SUBJECT TO PARTY GUIDANCE SINCE THAT DATE. HOWEVER, ON A 
NUMBER OF OCCASIONS IT WAS CLEAR THAT THE TIMES' EDITORS 
FELT FREE TO DIFFER WITH PARTY POLICY AND EVEN WITH THE 
GOVERNMENT. AN EXAMPLE OF THIS WAS THE PARTY'S AND 
GOVERNMENT'S RECENT DISSOCIATION FROM THE TIMES' EDITORIAL 
CRITICISM OF OTHER SOUTHERN AFRICAN COUNTRIES (REFTEL). 

2. THE TAKEOVER ANNOUNCEMENT WAS FOLLOWED BY HIGH-LEVEL 
PERSONNEL CHANGES IN THE TIMES ORGANIZATION. SHUFFLED 
OUT AS EDITOR-IN-CHIEF WAS MILIMO PUNABANTU, PRESIDENT 
KAUNDA'S PERSONAL CHOICE FOR THE POST, WHOSE CONTRACT 
EXPIRED DEC 31, 1976. PUNABANTU WILL BE REPLACED BY 

JOHN MUSUKUMA, ONE-TIME ASSISTANT EDITOR OF THE DAILY MAIL, 

LATER EDITOR OF THE WEEKLY MINING MIRROR AND MOST RECENTLY 
PERSONNEL SUPERINTENDENT OF ROAN CONSOLIDATED COPPER 
MINES. RETURNING TO THE DEPUTY EDITOR-IN-CHIEF SLOT, 

WHICH HAS BEEN VWCANT SINCE HIS DISMISSAL BY PRESIDENT 
KAUNDA FOR DEVIATION FOR PARTY POLICIES IN 1976, IS 
WILLIAM SAIDI. FOUR OTHER SENIOR JOURNALISTS, AN ASSISTANT 
EDITOR, CHIEF REPORTER AND TWO SENIOR REPORTERS WERE 
ALSO DROPPED. 

COMMENT: LOCAL OBSERVERS SEE THE PARTY'S COMPLETE TAKEOVER 
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OF THE TIMES AS TAKING A FURTHER STEP TOWARD THE EVENTUAL 

DEMISE OF EITHER THE DAILY MAIL OR THE TIMES. BOTH PAPERS 

ARE IN FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES. THE PARTY DOES NOT HAVE FUNDS 

TO SUBSIDIZE THE TIMES ON ITS OWN, AND CAN BE EXPECTED TO ASK 

THE GRZ FOR MONEY TO SUPPORT THAT NEWSPAPER. GIVEN THE GRZ'S 

FINANCIAL STRAITS, IT MIGHT DECIDE THAT TWO PAPERS ARE A 

LUXURY IT CANNOT AFFORD. THE DEMISE OF ONE OF THE DAILIES 

WOULD BE WELCOMED BY THOSE IN PARTY AND GOVERNMENT CIRCLES WHO 

WANT TO CONTROL THE MEDIA MORE CLOSELY IN ORDER TO INSURE 

THAT THERE IS NO BOTHERSOME CRITICISM OF THE GOVERNMENT 

AND PARTY POLICIES. THIS IS SHORT SIGHTED. A RELATIVELY 

FREE PRESS HAS BEEN A SOURCE OF STRENGTH FOR ZAMBIA, HELPING 

TO KEEP BOTH PARTY AND GOVERNMENT FROM TAKING FOOLISH 

ACTIONS. HOPEFULLY, PARTY CONTROL OF THE TIMES WILL TURN OUT TO 

BE AS HAPHAZARD AS IT HAS IN THE PAST. THIS WOULD PERMIT THE 

TYPE OF HEALTHY CRITICISM OF THE PARTY AND GOVERNMENT IN WHICH 

THE TIMES HAS ENGAGED TO CONTINUE. JUST HOW THE US WILL FARE 

UNDER THE TIMES' NEW LEADERSHIP AND, THEORETICALLY, MORE COMPLETE 

PARTY CONTROL IS UNCERTAIN. THE NEW EDITOR-IN-CHIEF IN THE PAST 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

HAS NOT BEEN ILL-DISPOSED TOWARDS THE UNITED STATES, BUT HIS 
RESURRECTED DEPUTY HAS A HISTORY OP BEING ANTAGONISTIC TOWARDS 
THE US AND ITS POLICIES. OP COUURSE, THE PREVAILING ATTITUDE 
TOWARD THE US IN THE PRESS WILL CONTINUE TO BE INPLUENCED BY 
THE GRZ'S ATTITUDE AS IT HAS IN THE PAST. LOW 
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